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Claire Stevenson (1976) was born in Baton Rouge, Louisiana in the USA. She attended
elementary and middle school first in Monroe, Louisiana then in Kansas City, Missouri.
She completed the International Baccalaureate program at Maartenscollege international
high school in Haren in the Netherlands and obtained her doctorandus (Master’s) degree
in Psychology with honors in 2001 at Leiden University. Her master’s thesis focused on
the development of kindergartner’s understanding of multiplication under the supervision
of Dr. Anke Blöte. After completing an intense and rewarding internship at the Monroe
City Schools School Office of Pupil Appraisal under the supervision of Robin Cohenour,
school psychologist, Claire wanted to continue in the field of educational psychology with a
focus on the measurement and training of children’s learning and thinking processes but on
a larger scale. This sparked an interest in educational technology for which Claire began
studying Computer Science at Leiden University in 2002 and soon after started a professional
career as a software developer. However, children’s cognitive development was not the
main focus in this career path. Therefore she welcomed the opportunity to conduct research
on the (computerized) assessment of children’s learning potential with Prof. dr. Wilma
Resing. For this project she returned to the Department of Developmental and Educational
Psychology of Leiden University in 2007 and worked towards a PhD with Prof. Dr. Wilma
Resing and Prof. Dr. Willem Heiser. Claire is currently working as a postdoctoral researcher
at the Educational Neuroscience department of Prof. dr. Jelle Jolles at the VU University
Amsterdam.
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